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SPIRITS  
WHISKY

Sandeep Arora
Whisky Connoisseur and Director, Spiritual Luxury Living 

THE 
GOLDEN 
AGE

AI geneated Image: SALONI VAID

There’s something deeply grounded about 
sipping a whisky that comes before your time. 
A whisky that had begun its odyssey a long time 
ago, churning silently, as the world spun through 
war and revolution, moon missions and passion. 
More than spirits, these rare, old whiskies 
document history; clocking moments of stillness 
distilled in oak.

Whiskies that are aged for 50 years or more 
in their casks are the result of time, fortune and 
skill. With every year spent in the cask, the spirit 
breathes in and out through the wood, taking 
on character, and decreasing in size. Quite a few 
don’t survive, but those who do become legends. 
Each of these whiskies carries a story of origin 

and provenance, of cellar masters and blenders, 
and the alchemy that helped transform how it 
changed with time. These aren’t just old bottles. 
They’re milestones in the world  
of whisky. 

Rarity often begins with scarcity, but not only 
in numbers. Some of the world’s rarest whiskies 
come from distilleries that no longer operate. 
Known as “silent” or “ghost” distilleries, these 
places stopped production decades ago, leaving 
behind only their final barrels. A bottle from Port 
Ellen or Brora is more than rare; it’s a relic from 
a lost world. There will never be another cask, 
another drop. These whiskies are finite by fate, 
not by choice.

Uncorking the magic  
of truly aged whisky— 
50 years and beyond.

AGE, THE TRUE ALCHEMIST
Time has an extraordinary effect on whisky. As it remains undisturbed in oak casks for 20, 30, or 
even 50 years, the spirit evolves. Slowly. Gracefully. The wood breathes life into it—offering hints 
of vanilla, dark spice, toasted nuts—while the whisky itself becomes smoother, richer, and infinitely 
more complex. Meanwhile, a portion evaporates into the air, the famed “angel’s share,” reducing 
volume but intensifying the essence.

So, let’s raise a glass to the rare few that made it. Here are some of the most iconic aged whiskies 
ever released—each one worth knowing intimately! 
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The Balvenie  
50-Year-Old
The Balvenie is celebrating a mile-
stone in its legacy of craftsmanship 
with the introduction of The Balve-
nie Fifty—First Edition to India. This 
extraordinary bottle, part of The Bal-
venie Fifty Collection—priced at `75 
lakh—honours 50 years of whisky 
expertise at the Speyside distillery, 
showcasing the brand’s enduring 
dedication to artistry, patience, and 
heritage. Launcehd in India in early 
August, and available exclusively 
at G Town Wines on Golf Course 
Road in Gurugram (only one bottle 
is earmarked for India), this single, 
ultra-rare bottle offers collectors 
and enthusiasts a chance to own a 
piece of whisky history. Crafted as a 
unique single cask expression, The 
Balvenie Fifty First Edition matured 
in a European oak refill butt since 
1973, and was meticulously chosen 
by Malt Master Kelsey McKechnie. 
With over five decades of ageing, 
this whisky presents a complex 
profile of layered tannins, ripe ber-
ries, and subtle notes of luxurious 
leather on the nose. On the palate, 
the liquid delights with rich toffee 
sweetness, evolving into vibrant 
citrus flavours and a profound oaky 
spice. Adding to its exclusivity, The 
Balvenie Fifty Collection features ex-
quisite packaging designed by Cro-
glin, a bespoke craft workshop from 
Cumbria. Each presentation is a 
work of art, incorporating more than 
100 intricate elements, including a 
helix structure with seven layers of 
wood thinner than 1/10th of a mil-
limetre and a meticulously crafted 
14-carat gold-plated brass display. 
Laid down in 1963, this is one of Bal-
venie’s rarest expressions. Just over 
100 bottles were ever released. It’s 
soft and gentle, with notes of honey, 
dried fruit and old leather—like flip-
ping through a faded photo album.

Glenfarclas 50

Made by one of Scotland’s 
last family-owned distilleries, 
Glenfarclas 50 is rich, warm 
and full of character. It tastes 

of figs, raisins and spice. A 
proper fireside whisky, per-
fect for quiet conversations.

The Dalmore 50-Year-Old

Dalmore doesn’t do subtle. 
This 50-year-old was finished 
in Champagne and port casks 

and comes in a crystal decanter. 
Expect bold flavours like dark 

chocolate, orange peel and 
roasted coffee. It’s a statement.

SPIRITS  
WHISKY

The Macallan 
72-Year-Old in 
Lalique

Bottled in a beauti-
ful crystal decanter, 
this Macallan is one 
of the oldest and 
most luxurious. It’s 
smooth, floral, and 
layered with gentle 
spice—a whisky 
that’s more about 
grace than strength.

The Balvenie Portwood 25 YO 
I first tasted this whisky back in 
2010, and there’s only one word to 
describe it—delicious! This 25 YO, 
single malt scotch whisky is a blend 
of European and American oak 
casks, and is part of The Balvenie 
Rare Marriages collection. The rich 
burgundy packaging, transitions to 
a lighter ombré hue, symbolising 
the diverse fusion of tastes within. 
Adorned with white-gold foiled 
rings representing each year of 
maturation, this whisky is a true 
masterpiece. As far as tasting notes 

go, the nose is a  delight, wafting in aromas of soft 
autumn fruits, runny honey, crystallised ginger, 
and raw cane sugar. The rich oak undertones add 
complexity and structure to the experience. The 
taste experience is a journey from bold vanilla oak 
notes to layers of toasted marshmallows, fresh 
fruit terrine, and cinnamon-infused apple tart, 
culminating in an exceptionally long-lasting finish.
Availability Gurugram 

The Balvenie Portwood 30
Crafted by honorary ambassador and 
former malt master, David C. Stewart 
MBE, The Balvenie Portwood 30 is an 
exquisite expression, which is part of 
The Balvenie Rare Marriages collection. 
It combines the artistry of marrying 
traditional American and European 
oak casks, each aged for decades, to 
create a remarkably intricate yet sweet 
flavour profile. Expect notes of rich 
honey, subtle oak, and delicate hints of 
candied orange peel that tantalise the 
palate. Luxuriously presented in a soft 

goat-leather packaging, adorned with a gracefully 
faded debossed pattern and accented with white gold 
foil, the bottling symbolises the meticulous years of 
maturation. On the nose: smooth and honeyed with 
a touch of oak and whispers of candied orange peel. 
The taste boasts of luscious dark chocolate, nuances 
of plum, marzipan, and caramelised pear with an 
exceptionally smooth finish with gentle spice lingering 
on the palate.
Availability Gurugram
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Amrut Greedy Angels 12-Year-Old (India)
In India’s hot climate, whisky ages fast—so 

even 12 years here is equivalent to 40 in 
Scotland. This is one of India’s oldest and 

finest whiskies. Fruity, spicy and complex. A 
proud moment for Indian whisky lovers.

The Macallan Red Collection 40YO
Guided by the expertise of The Macallan 
Master Whisky Maker, Kirsteen Campbell, 

this unrivalled single malt whisky has 
undergone a meticulous maturation process 

spanning four decades, overseen by 
successive generations of whisky artisans. 

The spirit, distilled in small copper stills, 
was carefully aged in bespoke oak casks for 
forty years, allowing the wood to impart its 
unique essence to the whisky, culminating 
in a harmonious fusion of natural colour, 

captivating aromas, and rich flavours. 
The exquisite oak presentation box is 

meticulously handcrafted in the UK from 
sustainable European oak, and is elegantly 

adorned with soft Scottish leather.

SPIRITS  
WHISKY

These aren’t whiskies you pour in a hurry. They’re meant for 
slow sips, quiet moments and maybe a little reflection. They 
remind us that those good things take time. In a world where ev-
erything moves fast, these whiskies ask you to slow down and just 
enjoy the moment.

*All prices are on request 

Glenfiddich 1947
Distilled after WWII, this 
whisky spent nearly half a 
century in the cask before 

being bottled. It has soft apple 
notes, dried fruit and polished 
wood—a quiet and thoughtful 
dram, from a different time.

The Glenlivet 70-Year-Old
This one aged for a full 70 years 
before it was bottled by Gordon 
& MacPhail. It’s light, delicate 
with a touch of citrus and old 

oak. Imagine time, slowed down 
and poured into a glass.

The Dalmore Trinitas
Only three bottles in the 

world. That’s it. One went 
to a collector in the U.S. and 
another in the U.K. It’s made 

with whisky dating back to 
the 1800s. Rare doesn’t even 

begin to cover it.

Glenfiddich 1937  
‘Rare Collection’

Only one cask survived, and 
just 61 bottles were made. It’s 
one of the oldest Glenfiddich 
whiskies ever. Smooth, woody 
and subtly sweet—more like a 

memory than a drink.

Yamazaki 55-Year-Old
Japan’s oldest whisky release so 
far. Aged in Japanese Mizunara 

oak, it’s earthy, with notes of 
sandalwood, orange peel and 

incense. Only 200 bottles were 
made—a true collector’s dream.

Michter’s 20-Year-Old Bourbon
This one comes from the U.S., 

and it shows how good American 
whiskey can get with age. It’s 
rich, sweet and smoky—with 

deep vanilla, toffee and charred 
oak; a modern favourite for 

collectors.
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