Ardbeg, an icon of Islay single malts, is known for producing some of the most
peaty and most complex whiskies available. Established in 1815, the distillery has
areputation for creating whisky that combines intense smokiness with surprising
notes of sweetness, often termed the “peaty paradox.” The core range includes the
popular Ardbeg 10-Year-Old, famous for its rich peat smoke balanced with citrus

WHISKY and vanilla notes, while limited editions like Ardbeg Traigh Bhan introduce ad-
ditional layers of sherry sweetness, menthol, and spices.

Premium Variants Available in India Ardbeg 10-Year-Old, Ardbeg TraighBhain 19

® Years Old, Ardbeg Spectacular, Ardbeg Corryvreckan
aV e Pl C a t S Price Upwards 0f 390,000

Exploring some of the more elusive expressions of whiskies
doing the popularity rounds

By Sandeep Arora
Consulting Editor, Whisky Magazine (UK)

India’s love of whisky is a time-honoured tradition. Whilst strong
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enjoy a commensurate presence in India. These whiskies carried x
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legacy, tradition, a fine taste, but were on allocation. Mercifully, TEREE:}
some of these “Dream Drams” are now increasing their presence

brands have always ruled the Indian palate—both Single Malts and
blends—but some luxury brands, which were big globally, did not
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in India and investing much more in the Indian market through Isé}‘?;-;sc[}f f:': [SKY

higher allocations, wider market presence and above all consumer

experiences. Let’s sip through these ‘Dream Drams’ to see how we can
enjoy these still aspirational, but more accessible whiskies.

ISLAY SINGLE MALT
SCOTCH WHISKY

Founded in 1812, Royal casks, including Oloroso, S LT
Brackla became the first Palo Cortado, and Pedro

Scotch whisky with a Royal Ximénez, to impart unique

Warrant in 1835, earning flavours. Craftsmanship em-

its title “The King’s Own ploys traditional distillation

Whisky.” Known for opulent ~ methods with tall stills and
single malts, this Highland slow distillation to produce a
distillery has a rich heritage light and fruity spirit.
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P T § of producing opulent and
S | fruity single malts, cherished ~ Premium Variants in India
q by connoisseurs worldwide. Royal Brackla 12, Royal
caveeE , The distinctive maturation Brackla 18, Royal Brackla 21
" o cx rinisu g utilises a variety of sherry Price Upwards of 330,000 T
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Macallan is renowned for its extraordinary
dedication to craft and luxury in single
malt Scotch whiskies. Founded in 1824,
this Speyside distillery has become a global
icon by upholding traditional craftsman-
ship with innovative ageing techniques.
The brand centres its ethos around “The
Six Pillars”—from its Estate-grown barley
and unique oak casks to natural colour-
ing and mastery in distillation. Macallan’s
luxurious appeal and nuanced flavours
have positioned it as a preferred choice
among connoisseurs and collectors world-

: wide, with highly exclusive releases like
N i‘t%% The Macallan M 2023, which showcases
s RO, i this heritage.
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NIKKA

SINGLE MALT

Premium Variants available in India
Double Cask 12 and 18 Years, Sherry Oak
18, and the rare Macallan M. The Macallan
M 2023 is a standout, with only 10 exclu-
sive bottles allocated to India, setting new

NIKKA WHISKY, standards of luxury.
JAPAN THE ESSENCE Price Upwards of 335,000
OF JAPANESE
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Established in 1984 by Masataka

Taketsuru, the Yoichi Distillery TEELING WHISKEY,
is Nikka Whisky’s inaugural .
production site, in Hokkaido. IRELAN,D' REVIVING
Taketsuru, known as the father DUBLIN'S DISTILLING
of Japanese whisky, selected HERITAGE

Yoichi for its environmental
similarities to Scotland, aiming
to craft authentic single malts.
The distillery’s commitment to
traditional methods, imparts
a distinctive character to its
whiskies. Their premium single
malts are selectively available in
India through top-tier retailers
and duty-free outlets. These
whiskies cater to connoisseurs,
with limited stock ensuring their
exclusivity in the market.

Established in 2012 by brothers Jack and A BE R LOU R .

Stephen Teeling, Teeling Whiskey revives a EsT= 1875
family legacy dating back to 1782, when ancestor P
Walter Teeling founded a distillery in Dublin’s
Liberties. In 2015, they opened the first new
distillery in Dublin in over 125 years, blending

traditional craftsmanship with innovative ”'GZZ%?Z: et |
techniques. Innovative maturation utilises et cats »
unconventional cask finishes, including rum X
and various wine casks, to craft unique flavour
profiles. It is also Non-Chill Filtered—bottled
at 46% ABV without chill filtration, preserving

SCOTCH WHISKY

Premium Variants Available
in India Yoichi Single Malt.
Miyagikyo Single Malt and

Nikka Coffey Grain.
Price Upwards of 10,000

Premium Variants Available in India Teeling
Small Batch, Teeling Single Grain, Teeling
Single Malt Tasting Notes

Price Upwards of 34,400
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natural character and depth. IS HiGHLAND SINGLE MALT
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THE BALVENIE

THE BALVENIE, SCOTLAND: @
A DISTINCTIVE CRAFT WHISKY

The Balvenie, crafted in Speyside, has earned its place as a
premium single malt for those who appreciate artisanal whisky-
making. Known for its “Five Rare Crafts” process, Balvenie is
one of the few distilleries that still grows its own barley, malts
its grain on a traditional floor, and maintains an in-house
cooperage to tend its casks. Known for layers of honey, vanilla,
and dried fruit, with complex hints of spice, each expression,
particularly those finished in unique casks, provides a distinc-
tive palate experience.

Premium Variants in India DoubleWood 12-Year-Old,
Caribbean Cask 14-Year-Old, PortWood 21-Year-Old.
Price Upwards 0f320,000
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ABERLOUR, SCOTLAND: COMPLEXITY IN
EVERY DROP

Founded in 1879 by James Fleming in the heart of Speyside,
Scotland, Aberlour Distillery has been crafting exceptional sin-
gle malt Scotch whisky for over a century. Utilising pure spring
water from Ben Rinnes and locally sourced barley, Aberlour is
renowned for its double cask maturation process, combining
Oloroso Sherry butts and American Oak barrels to create rich,
complex flavours.

Premium Variants Available in India Aberlour 12-Year-Old
Double Cask Matured, AberlourA’Bunadh, Aberlour 12-Year-
Old. AberlourA'Bunadh: Double Cask Maturation, which
combines Oloroso Sherry and American Oak casks imparts
depth and complexity to the whisky. Cask Strength Offering:
A’Bunadh is bottled at cask strength, preserving the whisky’s
natural character and intensity.

Price Upwards 0f320,000
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