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The 12th edition of the Global Icons of Whisky Awards 2023
& the 3rd edition of the international Icons of Gin Awards

2023 taking place in London.

Indians are increasingly

becoming used to being

called out at global awards

events, more so from the

world of spirits, luxury &

hospitality. Last week seven

Indian restaurants were

judged as amongst the

finest in Asia, at Asiàs Best

50 Awards. Indian chefs are

playing a good role in making Indian cuisine popular. Jamavar in London,

has retained its Michelin Star and Indian-owned Koloman is making

waves in New York. 

When food is making waves, Spirits are not far behind, after all it is all

about F&B. From a time when Indian Whisky was not even recognised

in international markets, to a time when Indian brands are being

rewarded for their quality & taste. New age single malts, blends and

special editions are now well placed.  



Though awards are coming thick and proper, one particular award

caught the fancy of both Indian and global audiences alike, when Arun

Sundararaj, director of culinary operations, The Taj Mahal, New Delhi,

won the Whisky Chef of the Year at Icons of Whisky Awards 2023, last

week in London, UK. His performance skills, cuisine and culture won

him the admiration of Indian and international judges, which enabled

him to be further declared as the global winner as well, from amongst 9

countries. Meanwhile, whisky professionals – whether they are makers,

ambassadors, bartenders, marketers or retailers – are truly going above

and beyond to make the category inclusive and fun, while also delivering

the education required to maintain whisky’s status as the world’s most

respected and valued spirit category. From bartenders to brand

ambassadors, chefs to visitor attraction managers, the Icons of Whisky

awards honour the people who work tirelessly to produce and promote

whisky, along with the very best shops, bars, visitor attractions and
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agencies. The annual Icons of Whisky awards aim to celebrate the

achievements of outstanding people and places in the global whisky

industry, including distilleries and staff, retailers, bars and industry

communicators. 

The 12th edition of the Global Icons of Whisky Awards 2023 & the 3rd

edition of the international Icons of Gin Awards 2023, were hosted in

India and results declared from London. The official global

announcement was made on March 30th, 2023, in UK & India. The only

international beverage awards in India, Icons of Whisky are owned &

managed by Whisky Magazine, UK. Winners were evaluated across bars,

businesses, brands and people. Award categories included bar awards,

distillery awards, retailer awards, agency awards, visitor attraction of the

year and individual recognition. Judgeing criteria for the IOW & IOG

Indian Awards were based on nomination and entry, interviews with 636

qualified respondents, experiences across short listed bars by and

Industry experts were consulted on the final list. Final decision was

arrived with the international jury in the UK. Based on the above,

following were declared winners from India across different categories.

Winners who were presented by Bowmore Whisky and Roku Gin,

besides Amorim Top Series. Winners included Bar Group of the Year -

The Taj Hotels, India, Harbour Bar at The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai,

Koi Bar at St. Regis as the Best Gin Bar, Mumbai, Beam Suntory India as

Distiller of the Year, Stranger & Sons, Anup Barik as Master Distiller

from Radico Khaitan, Glenmorangie, amongst others who also
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represented India at the global finals of Icons of Whisky Awards in UK.

The Craft Producer of the Year was Godawan Distillery, World Whisky

Brand Ambassador of the Year was Rakshit N. Jagdale, Managing

Director, Amrut Distilleries Pvt. Ltd., Scotch Whisky Brand Ambassador

Shweta Jain, Johnnie Walker Blue Label, Diageo India. 

The hospitality industry was not far behind, with awardees including

General Manager of the Year Chef of the Year Ritesh Sharma -The Taj

Mahal Palace, Mumbai, Chef Arun Sundararaj, Executive Chef - The Taj

Mahal, New Delhi, F&B Manager of the Year Ritesh Kasture, The Taj

Landsend, Mumbai, highly commended General Manager of the Year

Chef of the Year, Vikramaditya Singh - The Claridges, New Delhi and

Nikhil Nagpal, ITC Grand Chola, Chennai; F&B Manager of the Year

Upender Singh Tomar, ITC Maratha, Mumbai. 

The Whisky Magazine Awards gala dinner in UK saw the presentation of

both the World Whiskies Awards and Icons of Whisky global winners, as

well as the induction of three whisky luminaries to the Hall of Fame.

The spirits industry’s finest gathered together at The Merchant Taylors’

Hall in London on Thursday 30 March for the Whisky Magazine Awards

2023. The awards ceremony saw the announcement of the World’s Best

winners of the World Whiskies Awards and the Icons of Whisky global

winners, as well as three new inductees to Whisky Magazine’s Hall of

Fame. Founded in 1998, Whisky Magazine is the world’s leading

authority on whisky and has been presenting the results of its World

Whiskies Awards, the world’s largest and most respected whisky
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competition, for 23 years. This year’s announcement also presented the

culmination of a rigorous blind-judging process that saw more than 200

expert judges from around the globe assess more than 1500 different

whiskies from over 40 countries. 

India is truly on the global stage of high spirits & fine dining ! 
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