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The recently launched Toki—a blended Japanese whisky—is an 
impeccable blend of tradition and timelessness. 

Consulting Editor, 
Whisky Magazine, UK

By SANDEEP ARORA

Blended to
Perfection
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Toki
Toki means “time” in Japanese. A con-
cept rich in meaning, the world over, 
but more so in Japan, where respect for 
tradition and reinvention creates a pow-
erful and creative energy. Suntory’s Toki 
blended whisky brings together a happy 
mélange of the old and the new from 
a House that prides itself on its proud 
heritage and innovative spirit, to create 
a blend that is both groundbreaking 
and timeless. 

Blending is an art
A vivid blend of whiskies from Suntory’s 
Hakushu, Yamazaki, and Chita distill-
eries, Suntory Whisky Toki features 
the quintessential characteristics of a 
Suntory blend: exquisite balance, har-
mony and oneness. At the same time, 
its unique pairing of Hakushu American 
white oak cask malt whisky with Chita 
heavy-type grain whisky overturns the 
traditional hierarchy between malt and 
grain. These seemingly dissimilar but 
deeply accordant whiskies, together 
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Taste Notes
1.  Silky with a subtle 

sweet and spicy finish.
2. Colour: clear gold
3.  Nose: basil, green 

apple, honey palate; 
grapefruit, green 
grapes, peppermint, 
thyme

4.  Finish: subtly sweet 
and spicy with a hint 
of vanilla oak, white 
pepper and ginger

A FINE BALANCE
Toki blends the finest of 

Japanese craftsmanship and 
nature. 

The balanced smoothness 
of Toki compliments chicken 
wings and cured ham (facing 
page) with as much panache 
as a sushi platter (next page)
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Bowmore
The Bowmore 12 Years Islay Single Malt Scotch Whisky epito-
mises tradition, heritage and luxury.  Bowmore is the first li-
censed distillery on Islay and home to one of the oldest Scotch 
whisky maturation warehouses in the world, the No1 Vaults. 
When it comes to whisky heritage, the Bowmore Distillery is 
unrivalled.

The Bowmore Distillery, founded by the merchant David 
Simpson, dates back to 1779. It’s in these legendary stone walled 
warehouses thatBowmore whisky has been meticulously matured 
by master distillers for over 240 years. Unlike most distilleries, 
Bowmore still has its own Malt barn, an airy shed where they 
malt their own barley and start the process of germination. It’s 
also where Bowmore gets its subtle peat smoke character. Typi-
cally, Islay distilleries are famous for their distinctive peaty taste, 
which is an organic fuel that is found in bogs across Islay, and it 
is this smoke from a peat fire that lends the whisky its warm and 
distinctive aroma.

The alchemy of taste 
Master Distillers use three ingredients to make Bowmore® 
Whisky—barley, yeast and water. The soft freshwater from the 
Laggan river and the magnificent character of Islay culminate to 
create this impeccable single malt.  

The Maturation stage
Arguably, the most important part in the whisky journey, this uses 
a variety of used casks, carefully sourced from across the world, 
to develop the different colours and flavours of the whisky. Time 
holds the mysterious power to shape and transform the precious 
into something truly beautiful. Only that which is truly special 
and unique from the beginning will benefit from the passage of 
time. And it is this that transcends this spirit into a piece of art.

So how does 240 years of history taste?  
Balanced, complex and delightful.

Every bottle of Bowmore Scotch whisky has been shaped by 
the exquisite flavours of carefully selected oak casks, where its 
character is moulded by the slow passage of time. Time is central 
to the making of Bowmore; fermentation periods are perfectly 
timed, casks are hand-selected and the care and attention to 
detail is what creates the complex balance of not just the mild 
smokiness, but also the maritime minerality and fresh stone fruit 
notes. That is why Bowmore ages like no other. 

The Bowmore Balance
Bowmore 12 YO is a quiet reflection of the essence of 
the place of its birth and generations of tradition. The 
warm amber dram has a delicate flavour with citrus 
notes, mellow honey and a gentle hint of Beam Sunto-
ry’s trademark peat smoke notes that tingle the palate. 
The symphony of flavours creates a titillating experi-
ence for the senses. Not surprising then that the dram 
won Gold at San Francisco World Spirits Competition 
2018 and the International Spirits Challenge 2017. 
What makes it the most distinguished single malt 
expression in India is its craftsmanship, tradition and 
unmatched legacy makes it an elixir for whisky lovers, 
who appreciate the finer things in life. Sometimes the 
message in a bottle is truly a gift of time. 
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with select Yamazaki malts 
incorporate additional 
depth and complexity to 
give Suntory Whisky To-
kiTM its silky taste, vivid 
character, and bold inven-
tiveness. 

The introduction of 
Toki enhances the House 
of Suntory’s portfolio to add 
strength and versatility to a 
House that already boasts 
the Yamazaki Distillery 
Reserve and Hibiki Master 
Select, besides Roku Gin. 
An impeccable blend of 
premium whiskies, Toki 
complements the Indian 
palate and appeals to a 
wider base of discerning 
connoisseurs.

The Toki Highball
The smoothness of Suntory’s whisky, Toki, gets extra credit for versatility. It can be 
enjoyed neat, on the rocks, as a highball or mixed as a cocktail. The Toki highball 
is a carefully-crafted cocktail that pays great attention to detail and creates perfect 
harmony between Toki’s vivid blend, top-quality ice and carbonated water. The 
superbly balanced and refreshing drink enhances its intrinsic delicate sweetness and 
aromatic notes. As a highball, Toki delivers the most authentic yet modern Japa-
nese whisky.

Experience the classic whisky soda that was much in demand in the 1950s. 
The Japanese love this simple, stylish cocktail as a refreshing way to drink whisky. 
It is also a great favourite as it pairs rather well with Japanese cuisine.  Suntory has 
played an important role in re-establishing the highball, and evolving it into an art-
ful blend that has dominated the drinking scenario in Japan. 

Simple Recipe; Meticulous Ritual.
Fill the glass to the brim with ice. Add one measure of whisky. Now stir to cool the 
whisky as well as the glass. Add more ice to fill to the brim, if necessary. Pour three 
measures of chilled sparkling water along the side of the glass to avoid melting the 
ice or bursting the bubbles. Add a twist of citrus and enjoy.

The Art of Time

BOWMORE 12 YO BOTTLE
A delightful dram that combines tradition and time 
with contemporary stying


